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Abstract

After the end of WW2, Germany was divided into four occupation zones. What
later became the Federal Republic of Germany experienced a large inflow of
German-speaking refugees from further east. France did not allow these
refugees into their occupation zone, which led to a spatial discontinuity in the
distribution of refugees along the border of the French occupation zone by
1950, within what is today the state of Baden-Wiurttemberg. We analyze the
consequences of this spatial discontinuity for modern population density,
productivity, and wages.



